
Photoszene Festival 2025 in Cologne: A strong signal for a collaborative House 
of Photography and current discourse

Cologne, 7 July 2025 – The Photoszene Festival 2025 in Cologne has come to a successful close. 
One hundred and one exhibitions throughout the city once again made Cologne the centre of artistic 
photography in May and June. Museums, galleries, off-spaces, and studios presented works by 
over 350 artists, transforming Cologne into a large, diverse, temporary exhibition. The centrepiece 
of this year‘s festival was the Photo Pavilion, a temporary House of Photography located in the 
historic Moeller fabric pavilion on Hahnenstraße 8, next to the Kölnischer Kunstverein. This iconic 
1950s building by Wilhelm Riphahn became the central festival venue as part of an interim use, 
financed by the Cologne City Disposition Fund, and attracted over 11,000 visitors in four weeks with 
its multi-layered programme and two exhibitions: ‚Feelings & Photography‘, curated by Photoszene, 
and ‚Footprints on the Sands of Time‘ by Marta Bogdanska (Kölnisches Stadtmuseum). As some 
exhibitions are still running over the summer, the final visitor numbers will be announced in autumn.

A first photo documentation can be downloaded here!

***************************************************************************************************************************

A place of exchange and vision for the future
The Photo Pavilion was a place of exchange and a vision for the future. It embodied the Cologne 
International Photography Scene‘s vision of a cooperative, discursive house of photography that 
was open to local and international perspectives. The high level of response from the cultural 
scene, visitors, and specialist audiences emphasises the potential of this idea. Building on this 
success, models for long-term institutionalisation and financing are now to be developed.

Artist Meets Archive & festival theme ‘Feelings & Photography’
The international residency and exhibition programme, Artist Meets Archive, which showcases 
artistic research in Cologne archives, was once again at the heart of the programme. The fourth 
edition featured new works by Andrés Galeano (Dreikönigensaal in Cologne Cathedral), Pauline 
M‘Barek (Museum Ludwig), Jimmi Win Ka Ho (Rautenstrauch-Joest-Museum), Marta Bogdanska 
(Kölnisches Stadtmuseum & Photo Pavilion) and Elena Efeoglou (Die Photographische Sammlung/
SK Stiftung Kultur).

The festival theme ‘Feelings & Photography’ focussed on the emotional dimension of photographic 
images. A curated group exhibition with 24 artists selected via an open call was on show in the Photo 
Pavilion and at all art spaces on Ebertplatz. The theme was complemented by the interdisciplinary, 
fully booked symposium ‘Another State of Mind - What We See, What We Feel, What We Do’ 
in cooperation with the Academy of Media Arts Cologne, which brought together academic and 
artistic positions.
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Inclusive, sustainable, diverse: Concrete transformations 
This year, the Photoszene Festival set clear signals for a forward-looking festival structure:	

• Inclusion: with funding from Aktion Mensch, the entire programme was offered in plain language 
(print and web); venues were checked for accessibility and low-barrier workshops were offered.	
• Diversity & participation: The new event format ‘Take a Seat’ brought artists and guests into 
dialogue on diversity issues. This was flanked by awareness training for the team and an awareness 
presence at events.	
• Sustainability: Production and logistics were CO₂-reduced - with certified local print shops, 
a rickshaw tour for journalists, environmentally friendly merchandise and upcycling old festival 
banners into bags.

Award-winning work by young talent: NEXT! Festival of the Young Photography Scene
For the first time, the NEXT! Festival der Jungen Photoszene was conceived and realised by the 
newly founded youth board at the Rautenstrauch-Joest-Museum - a participatory success that 
was promptly awarded the Cologne Culture Prize in the ‘Young Initiatives’ category.

Artist Meets Archive: 
Still on view:
• until 13 July 2025 Elena Efeoglou at the Photographische Sammlung / SK Stiftung Kultur 
• until 24 August 2025 Marta Bogdanska at the Kölnisches Stadtmuseum Open Space 
• until 5 October 2025 Jimmi Win Ka Ho at the Rautenstrauch-Joest-Museum 
• until 9 November 2025 Pauline M‘barek at the Museum Ludwig 
• More participants to follow

Outlook	
After a short summer break, the Photoszene will begin preparations for the next edition 
of Artist Meets Archive #5. The international open call for artists for the 2026 residency is 
expected to be published in December 2025 / January 2026.			    
 
Save the date: The next Photoszene festival will take place in May 2027.
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Press Service
Further press photos and press releases are available for download on the press page of the International Photoszene Cologne: https://www.
photoszene.de/de/photoszene/presse/ We look forward to a contribution in your media and the active sharing of our event information on your 
social media!
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